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harlot who had intended to poison them/' Tl
Anne may have planned the assassination of M.Z
is quite probable^ even if she had no hand in 1
shortening of Katharine's days, and this may ha
been the real hidden pretext of her death acti
upon Henry's fears for himself.1 But if such w<
the case, Henry, at least, was deserving of no pi
for when it was only Katharine's life that was
danger he was, as we have seen, brutally callo*
and only awoke to the enormity of the "venomc
harlot" when Cromwell made him believe that i
own safety was jeopardised. Then no fate was 1
cruel for the woman he once had loved.

On the day preceding Anne's trial, Jane Seyinc
was brought from Sir Nicholas Carew's house
another residence on the river bank, only a m
from Whitehall Stairs, to be ready for her intend
elevation as soon as the Queen was disposed
Here Jane was served for the few days she stay
" very splendidly by the cooks and certain offia
of the King, and very richly adorned." 2 So certc
was Henry that nothing would now stand in t
way of his new marriage that Jane was inform
beforehand that on the I5th, by three in the aft<
noon, she would hear of her predecessor's conde]
nation; and Anne's cousin and enemy, Sir Fram
Brian, eagerly brought the news to the expe
tant lady at the hour anticipated. The next da
when the sword of the French headsman had ma
Henry indeed a widower, the King only await

1  This was Cromwell's version as sent to the English agents in fore
Courts.    He speaks of a conspiracy to kill the King which *' made th
all quake at the danger he was in."
2  Chapnys to the Emperor,  igth May.    {Spanish Calendar.)